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Studios lower costs, increase
flexibility with Scalar’s RenderCloud

server farm

Intel® Xeon® processors boost performance and reliability.

manage

“We considered other offerings,
but we went with Intel because
it was the only company that
could offer the performance and
reliability required to meet the
studios” demanding service-

level agreements.”

—Paul Kerr

President and CEO
Scalar

CHALLENGES

= High cost to build and maintain in-house IT infrastructure
= Unable to scale up quickly and affordably during peak periods
= Ongoing maintenance and support costs during slow periods, when systems sat idle

SOLUTIONS

= Switched to a managed service (IaaS) model with a fixed cost for a minimum number

of servers

= Scalar's RenderCloud*, a remote server farm, enables studios to leverage over 1,400

servers on an as-needed basis

= SGI C2112* servers are powered by the Intel® Xeon® processor €5 family

High costs lead to lost business

In Vancouver, Canada, the digital
entertainment industry is booming, but
even in the best of times, it's a fickle
business. The area’s digital effects and
animation studios may land a major
project and work at capacity for perhaps
eight months. Then they're likely to wait
three months, or much longer, for the
next big opportunity to come their way.

During big projects, the studios have
immense render needs, and historically
they've had to build high-capacity in-
house IT infrastructures to keep pace
with them. When the big projects end,
the studios have had no choice but to
continue supporting all those costly
systems, which is a constant drain on
their budgets.

“A lot of studios in Vancouver were
actually turning down projects because
they didn’t want to make the huge
infrastructure investment necessary
to take on a big project,” said Paul Kerr,
president and CEO of Scalar.

Three of the leading studios in Vancouver—
all partners in the Vancouver Studio Group
—recognized it was time to move from
their traditional onsite infrastructures

to a managed service model, where for a
fixed cost they could access an agreed-
upon number of servers. The studios
chose Scalar, one of the leading solutions
providers in Canada, to help them make
the transition.



Scale-up, scale-back convenience

In just weeks, the studios moved to
Scalar's RenderCloud, a remote, high
performance server farm that enables the
studios to connect to over 1,400 servers
on an as-needed basis. When work is
heavy, the studios can securely access

all the resources they need. When work

is light, the studios can sublease their
unused resources to other studios.

“Being able to burst up and burst down
depending on their demand provides
enormous value to the studios,” said Kerr.

“And being able to sublet their unused
nodes is an added benefit that enables
them to recover costs anytime their
business slows down.”

RenderCloud is supported by an ultra-
high-speed network that connects the
studios through a hub and enables them
to work in the same way they would if
the infrastructure were deployed onsite.
The farm features SGI C2112 servers
powered by Intel Xeon E5 processors.
The processors include Intel® Advanced
Vector Extensions (Intel® AVX), which
improves the performance of image,
video, and audio processing applications
by nearly doubling floating-point
computation performance.

“We considered other offerings, but
we went with Intel because it was
the only company that could offer the
performance and reliability required to
meet the studios’ demanding service-
level agreements,” said Kerr.

intel.

Better performance,
and 50 percent savings

50 percent lower costs,
greater efficiency

Moving to RenderCloud saves the studios
about half the cost of their previous
in-house rendering and storage solutions.
The 50 percent savings include the
elimination of capital expenses, as well
as dramatic reductions in ongoing costs.

“We've taken in-house solutions that
required an immense amount of space,
cooling, power, and management, and
we've replaced them with centralized,
high performance modular data centers
that are highly energy efficient,” said Kerr.

Scalar is rapidly scaling RenderCloud to
support deployments across Canada.

The company is also developing an

Iaas solution for workstations, and a
SaaS solution targeted at media and
entertainment. Already, the studios using
RenderCloud—which had been turning
down business just months ago—are
taking on whatever projects come their
way, knowing they can scale up and down
to meet inevitable industry fluctuations.

“The servers in RenderCloud are twice
as fast as my present servers,” said Ron
Stinson, director of IT and Operations at
Rainmaker Studio. “This solution allows
us to access leading-edge technology on
an ongoing basis by reinvesting money
generated from rentals.”

ABOUT SCALAR

Scalar is the Canadian leader in
designing, deploying, and managing
innovative solutions focused on

data center automation and cloud
enablement. The company operates

a significant managed services
division, and focuses on areas
including virtualization and cloud, data
management, networks, and security.

Could your business benefit from
moving to a managed services
model? Contact Scalar today to
learn more about the RenderCloud
solution, powered by Intel® Xeon® E5
processors. Visit www.scalar.ca/
rendercloud for more information.

This document and the information given are for the convenience of Intel’s customer base and are provided ‘AS IS” WITH NO WARRANTIES WHATSOEVER, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING ANY IMPLIED WARRANTY OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, AND NONINFRINGEMENT OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS. Receipt or possession of this document does not grant any license to any of the intellectual property
described, displayed, or contained herein. Intel® products are not intended for use in medical, lifesaving, life-sustaining, critical control, or safety systems, or in nuclear facility applications.

Performance tests and ratings are measured using specific computer systems and/or components and reflect the approximate performance of Intel products as measured by those tests. Any difference in system hardware or software design or
configuration may affect actual performance. Intel may make changes to specifications, product descriptions, and plans at any time, without notice.

©2012, Intel Corporation. All rights reserved. Intel, the Intel logo, Intel Xeon, and Xeon Inside are trademarks of Intel Corporation in the U.S. and/or other countries.

0612/TLF/CMD/PDF

*Other names and brands may be claimed as the property of others.

Printed in USA

% Please Recycle 327677-001US


http://www.scalar.ca/rendercloud
http://www.scalar.ca/rendercloud

